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INTRODUCTION. 


NN Ns gallantry and intrigue ne- 
X ver was more encouraged 
A 2 than at preſent among all 
all ranks of people, K is 
lain that vice, and foll 
d have driven virtue and 1 
dence out of doors, diſcretion which was 
the principal recommendation of our grand- 
mothers is now entirely laid aſide, and the 
mother of the preſent age, ſet the worſt 
example 1maginable to their forward daugh- 
J ter /a/ion, which was formerly confin'd 
to dreſs, has now extended her dominion, 
to every kind of diverſion and taſte, and 
delicacy, have loſt every kind of conſe- 


quence, except with ſome who were in be- 


ing long betore the preſent. day, and who 
have taſted the bleſſing of a pure and mo- 
ral education. r 


The wanton is the preſent age, that the 
moſt ſenſual ſcenes are diſplay' d to the un- 
> Az ſuſpecting 


for ever on her innocent offspring; but this 


iv. INTRODUCTION. 


ſuſpecting eye of innocence, who, though 


ſhock'd at firſt through a natural curioſity. 
turn for a ſecond view, till at length they 
become more familiar to them, and like 
the reſt become infatuated with the plea» 


ſares they are ſuppoſed to contain. 


Luxury and difipation is the root of e- 
very vice ; folly and faſhion lead the way, 
and ſhame and ruin generally ends the per- 
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Among the crimes which diſtinguiſh the 
preſent times, incontinuency 1s not the 
leaſt, and notwithſtanding the example ſet 
by our moſt gracious ſovereign, and bis a- 


_  miable queen; yet to the ſcandal of our no- 
bility and gentry, this vice is moſt evidently 


pre-eminent among them, who ought to 
ſet better actions to the public view; adul- 
try is ſo ſhameful] a crime, that it is matter 
of wonder that any man would be an en- 
courager of, may fo materially affect his 
own ſenſibility, or any woman, when ſhe 
knows the diſcovery of 1t may. caſt a ſtigma 


conſideration are intirely drop'd, and mo- 
dern quality ſeem to think very little of 
conſtancy in love, or matrimony. - © 


Tho 


INTRODUCTION: 


Tho! a certain lady is ſaid to have made 

4 8 the following reply to her huſband, when 

be call'd his children baſtards, nay my lord, 

LY F beg you will not call the children out 

: thetr names, for upon my honour I never a 

: mittel a gallant fo my particular favours 
till T was convincd I was firſt pregnant y 

| you. 


— 


7 = The impudence of this mode} reply, could 
only be reconcil'd by ſuch a debauch'd cha- 

racter as L d U n, who never 
. knew what delicac was, and when depra- 
3 vity has made always induſtrous to propo- 
t gate vice and 1morality. 


a A conſtant friend of every vice, 

7 Who never grudg'd for ſin a price; 

) So prone was he to every evil, 

: Ere this he had been at the D 1 
r But then old nick was ſure to catch him, 


So ever ſpar'd the pains to fetch him; 
He need not ſuch a journey take, 
And ſuch S1 28 and trouble make. 


2 * | | —_ 
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« It were needle fs nd vain, you 45 allow that 
could. 3 
66 When be Joe: him 4 coming as falt as be © = 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 
As the lady who is the ſubject of the fol- 
pages, ſome time ſince made no 


| little noiſe in the gay world, and as her 
ſpouſe put up with her infedility, to pro- , 
4 


* 


mote her pleaſure and his own quiet, the 


. : public we do not doubt will find ſufficient 
B - entertainment in the peruſal of it. 
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Mrs. 1 e, 


R ISS CHARLOTTE L—N, 
who is the heroine of the following 

| Z M pages, was born in the city of Lon- | 3 

Ke , don; her father was a merchant in a = 

| very flouriſhing branch of buſineſs, -- A 

but having ſeveral other children to bring up, and 

+ piving them all a genteel education, he reduced 

is circumſtances greatly, ſo that when his three 


daughters became marriageable he could not give FF 
them any fortune; one of his ſons went into td { 2 
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Ay] che other went to live with a gentleman be- 


- 


lenging to the law. © b 
Charlotte and her two ſiſters choſe to turn mill- 8 
-  *aners, Polly and Lucy were put apprentices to one 
in the city, and Charlotte at a capital one at the tt 
weſt end of the town. e = 
Here ſhe had an opportunity of being ſeen and 15 
admired by many gay gentlemen, who frequently 3 
c̃ ame to the ſhop and lay'd out their money on pur- be 
pjoſe to ogle the handſome milliner, as ſhe went ar 
I Xs by that appelation ; this pleaſed her vanity not a 4. 5-2 
mz little, and ſhe had a pretty good: ſhare of that, : 
1 3 . | 

1 Miſs Charlotte had not continued a twelvemonth 4 
tec this, before ſhe engaged the notice of a gentle- Jac 
=. man,wb$ lived in the neighbourhood, who made * 
*#- © _- _Hhomourable propoſals to her; as it was the firſt time \h 
e had ever been addreſſed in that manner, ſhe ha 
= ſoon cloſed in with it, and. with the advice of all * 
ber triends, and conſent of her father, without a0 
giving Mr. en much trouble became bis I i 
7 e e e e N no 
| Mr. He was very fond of his young bride tu 
At ficſt, and indulged her in every tbing as far as KS, 
bis income would allow, which was about three tus 
- FAundred a year, he kept two maids anda foot- boy, ſaid 
15 : but no carriage, this was a great mortification to ſay 
MI, H, as the viſved all the polite places alt 

5 > _  * "ofrcfort; and her dreſs was in the higheſt taſte, ſne 
nannt Ie ie 8 * had ; ' 
4 | | IS LN a9 cov 
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| C9) 
had a hackney chair at command to be ſure when 
ever ſhe pleas'd. | 


— 


This was all very ſufficient one would have 
thought for a millener's apprentice, but yet 
it would not fatisfy the pride . of - Charlotte, 
who conſtantly entertained her huſband about this 
| Jady's coach, and the other lady's chariot ; and _— 
when ever ſhe heard of a new equipage going to - = 
be made, ſhe would put on her airs to Mr. H—e, 
and would hardly give him an anſwer to any thing 
he ſaid. He took it patiently for ſome time, and 
would often argue with her cooly about the folly 
of ſuch deſires, but ſhe in return would tell him, 
ſhe thought herſelf deſerving of a carriage as any 
lady whatever, and was ſure ſhe ſhould become 
one much better than moſt of them; but continued 
ſhe, I was in ſuch a hurry to be married, or I might 
have had the ſame good fortune as many others. 
have had, though they had not half my beauty or 
accompliſhments. Very well, reply'd Mr. H—e, 
I think madam you have no reaſon to repine at 
your lot or bad fortune in marrying me, for I had 
no fortune at all when I had you. Oh fir! re. 
turned the lady, do you upbraid me with my po- 
verty, I flatter'd myſelf that my perſon was a for- 
tune. Your perſon is agreeable . enough to me, 
faid Mr. He, but your pride is intollerable ; on 
ſaying this he left the room to prevent any mors © 
altercation. * ne 


3 4 


WWWhen he was gone Mrs. H—e clear d up her 25 
countenance, adjuſted her dreſs, and ordering a 
chair to be call'd went or ory play; ſhe got the 
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front row in the box; preſently aſter a ſervant came 
to take a place for a lady, who ſometime after 
made her appearance, ſhe. ſeated herſelf by the 
fide of Mrs. H—e, and till the play began di- 
verted their eyes with examining each other. 'The 
lady was a little deformed in ſhape, and had a 
coarſe rough ſkin, but was dreſſed very brilliant; 
Mrs. H—e was likewiſe faſhionably dreſſed and 
had ſome ornaments, but the beauty of her face 
and fineneſs of her ſhape was more conſpicuous by 
the others homelineſs ; - this preference on her fide 
gave her cheeks ſuch a glow, that added freſh luſtre 
to her features, which were naturally very fine. 


juſt as the third act began, they were a little 
interrupted by the coming in of two gentlemen, 
"who placed themſelves behind the ladies, making 
many apologies for diſturbing them. Mrs. H—e 
being obliged to turn her head to return the gen- 
tlemen's compliments, gave a view of her face to 
them, and undeſignedly at that time it muſt be 
owned, ſtruck them both with admiration, 


During the whole performance, they behaved 
with the. greateſt gallantry to the ladies, particu- 
larly Mrs. H—e, when it was over, one of the 
_ gentlemen deſired the box-keeper to order his cha- 

riot to be call'd, and turning to the other gentle- 
man, will you go home with me Captain $S—— ? 
aid he, no my Lord return'd the Captain, though 
J came in yours, I ordered my-own' to be here; 
the other lady's coach was called, his lordſhip then 
| begged the honour of handing Mrs, H—e to her 
coach ; but that lady with a bluſp, was obliged io 


\ 
| 


fg” ) 


own that ſhe came in a hackney chair, and muſt 


wait till ſhe had one called. Madam, I beg your 


pardon, fays his lordſhip, but if you will be kind 


enough to let me know where you live I will ſet 


you down. Mrs. He then told him, and it be- 
Ing near his lordſhip's he led her to his chariot, 
When it came to her houſe, and the footman with 
a loud wrap proclaim'd her coming, the door was 
open'd, — his lordſhip ſtep'd out and handed the 


lady into her houſe, ſhe enquired it Mr. H—e was 
at home, and being anſwered in the affirmative, 


ſhe deſired his lordſhip to walk into the parlour; 
Mr. H—e was fitting by the fire reading, he aroſe 
and paid his reſpects to his lordſhip, caring his 


wife give him that title) thanking him for the ho- 8 


nour he had conferred on them; his lordſhip with 
a ſmile and a polite bow, ſaid, the honour was his, 
but as it grew late, if Mr. He would give him 
leave he would wait on them next day, when he 
hoped to make himſelf better e accord 
* he took his leave. | 
* oF 

kg that night found bis vile al life and 
ſpi pirits, 
ation till ſhe fell aſleep, and no doubt but ſhe 
dreamed of them, as to him, he felt no jealouſy 
as it was only an accidental meeting; and as he 
was fond of company himſelf, and thought it 


would be a means of — bis wife happy, he 
was quſte eaſy. 


Nent day it may. be night; and 1t was' * 


tually true, that Mrs. H—e ſet herſelf off to the 


beſt W : at tea time he came according to 
2 B 2 8 her 


- 


e talked of nothing but my Lord and His 7 
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began to throw off all reſerve, and met her lover 
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« „ 
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her wiſhes, Mr. H——e was not at hon.e, ſo |} pily 
they entertained each other tete a tete till he came differ 
in; his lordſhip not only layed tea but ſpent the cool 
evening, and they made themſelves very agreea- from 
ble ; his lordſhip never miſt a aay after this with- thou 
out ſeeing them, he always ſhewed a particular was 1 
eſteem for Mr. H—e, but nothing more than myſt 
common politeneſs to her in her huſband's pre- atten 
ſerce, but every opportunity he had of ſeeing her who! 

alone, he made uſe of all his rhetorick to convince | 
her he was become a ſlave to her charms; he made L 
her ſeveral valuable preſents before her huſband's man 
face, but ſeemingly without any deſign but friend- Lore 
ſnip, he lent her his chariot on any particular ob- thou 
caſion, and ſometimes they all made a party to- wou 
gether in his coach. a | ü not 
Bon 35 | ; next 
All theſe obligations made a great impreſſion on -poſt 
the heart of Mrs He, ſo that it is not to be won- he \ 
deer'd at that ſhe could not reſiſt his continual foli- of v 
dttations to make him happy; ſhe began to feel as viſit 
great a regard for him as that he proteſſed for her ; thor 
dun ſhort, ſhe yielded all to him as a lover, which ther 
me ſhould only have given to the rights of a huſ- ney 


1 Abri firſt ſlip in Mrs. H—e's conduct, ſhe 


eyery day at different places of aſſignation; they 
would even toy and play before her huſband while 
he ſuſpected nothing of criminality. 155 


| _ While this ſcene of deceit was carrying on, his 
lordſhip had a wife whom he had lived very hap- 


6 | 
pily with before this amour, his lady finding ſome 
difference in his behaviour as he had been rather 
cool and indifferent to her of late, being always 
from home, and when he was with her dull and 
thoughtful, never attending to what ſhe ſaid, but 
was remiſs and forgetful, ſhe began to ſuſpect ſome 
myſtery, and ſeeing one of his fervants who ufually 
attended him, he informed her ladyſhip of the 
whole affair, 7 


Lady B was a very diſcreet amiable wo- 
man, ſhe had been married but two years to her 
Lord, and was now big with her firſt child ; ſhe 
thought to put herſelf in a rage as ſome women 
would have done and might hurt herſelf by it and 
not reform him; ſhe therefore contented herſelf 
next time ſhe ſaw his lordſhip, with gently ex- 
poſtulating with him; this had the deſired effect, 

he was aſhamed of his behaviour to one of the beſt 


of women, and faithfully promiſed her never to 


viſit the party again if it gave her any uneaſineſs, 
though he pretended nothing had paſſed between 
them but a little unmeaning gallantry. which could 
never, he thought, hurt her peace or the lady's 
honour. „ 


% 
» 


4 


The lady replyed, that as he had promiſed to 
drop her acquaintance her peace was reſtored, and 
ſhe ſhould never think any more of it, and as to 
the lady if ſhe was conſcious of her own innocence, 
ſhe might make herſelf eaſy without any fears af 
her {ſpreading ſuch a piece of ſcandal to hurt her 
fame or her huſband's quiet. hg. 
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( us, )- 2 
£ His lordſhip was quite XY to get id of ſueh 
7 an affair ſo well, as he thougbt when his lady be- 
E gan ſomething terrible would be the end of it, and 
PE being determined to keep his refohation, he wrote 
WEE <4 — Mrs. H—e, intarming her that he was 
a married man, and informed her how their in- 
tigue had deen d liſeoverec, and mentioned the 
— of his lady, hoped his dear Charlotte 
would ireely conſent to his forbearing to viſit her 
for ſome time, til} he could with more ſafety to. 
them both; and ſpoke of his wife's and her huſ- 
band's reſentment if they ſhould be fouud out car- 


ſome tender expreſſions of nen 


When he had finiſhed this tien (which was 
full three parts deceit, for he never intended to 
ſce ber any more, and began almoſt to be ſorry he 
had ever known her, and wrong' d his virtuous: 
lady) he begged the favour of Captain S to 

deliver it into the lady's hands unknown to any bo- 
Ady, and informed him of the time when Mr. H=e' 


was his particular friend promiſed to do. 


Captain 8 came to Mr. H—e's beate be- 
Lady, the ſervant defired him to walk into the par- 
lour, and carrying up his name, Mrs H==e re- 
collected he was the other gentleman ſhe ſaw at 
the play with Lord, B— ; the ordered the foot- 
boy to ſhew him 


contounded bu un a little ; however, recollecti 


_ 


ry ing on a ſecret intrigue, all this he ſoftened. with | 


was moſt likely to be out, this the Captain Wo 


tween dinner and tea time, he aſked then for the 


up, when he came into the 
dining room he ſaw Mr. H—e with her, which 


himſelf 


Te 
left th 
as he 
of his 
him 
plyed 
Bis lot 
cautio 
was Pi 
inſtant 

that tu 


The 
his car 
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„ 
| nmel with all the air and politeneſs of an officer, 


(and it muſt be confeffed; no gentleman has more 
than they have) preſented Urs. H—e with an Ope- 


ra ticket from Lord B „with his compliments 
to her and Mr, He, but that he could not wait 
on her himſelf, having ſome very urgent buſineſs, 


and begged the favpur he would permit him as 
his friend to eſcort her; I hope madam continued 


he, you have no objection as I have one of my own 
and intend to go; Sir, ſaid he, turning to Mr. 
H—e perbaps it may not be agreeable to you as 
T am a ſtranger, and I for my part ſhould much 


rather and think myſelf doubly happy if you would | 
no Sir, ſays Mr H—e, I. 


' agree to go with us; 
cannot to night, I am pre- engaged, but am much 
obliged to his lordſhip for the ticket for my wite, 
and ſhall .be equally ſo to you to- accompany her, 


we have bcen together to three Opera's this ſeaſon, 


ſo if my wife will excuſe me I hope you will Sir. 


Tea was then hrought in, after which Mr. H—e 
left them to follow his own engagements ;- as ſoon 


as he was gone, Captain S— took the letter out 


of his pocket and gave it to Mrs. H—e, ſhe aſked -- 
him what that paper contain'd, the captain re- 


plyed he was a ſtranger to the contents, but that 
his lordſhip defired him to deliver it to her, and 
caution'd him not to let Mr. H—e ſee it, that he 


was put to a ſtand when he found him at home, but 


inſtantly recollecQing his eps ticket he gate it 
that turn, 


The lady returned the captam many P for 


275 Care, and begging he would excuſe her cu- 


5b riofity 


2 ; - | 
4 A | (. 16.) 
3 £4 ©. rioſfity, broke the ſeal and read it. The aftoni Fe 
+ AS ment Mrs. H—e was in, made her remain filent 2 
3 as ſome time, till thinking the Captain muſt be ae- = 
. quainted with the connection between them, by F 
: = being made the confident ; ſhe put the letter into, 1 
| ais hand, ſee fir, ſays ſhe, what a fine epiſtle his F 
RR lordſhip has ſent me, a fine excule for his falſehood. = 
—_ | but I deſpiſe ſuch artifice, .I am only ſorry I did | 
_— | not break with him firſt, but I would not have him . 
F: LS 4 think I ſhall be ſo mean to enquire the truth, or to 
EZ. | - follow him to beg his love, no Sir, you may tell 
nodes. * his lordſhip I bid farewell to him without a a fight ! dr 
3 5 8 4 . much leſs a dear. 5 : | hi 
w__— 5 | | x 
7 4 * N orwithftanding this N ſpecch of Mrs. t. 
PRs. Hes, the Captain could eaſily perceive, that thi 
— while the uttered the laſt words, her eyes ſwam in 
Y 8 tears which ſhe endeavoured to repreſs, and looh: Fe 
„„ cleared up her countenancſce. os . for 
5 5 be reader may perhaps be let into a wide 1 thi 
. 6 by thinking the emotion Mrs. H—e could not for- bu 
. bear ſhe wing, proceeded from love, no it was no- Tee 
8 3 * thing more than ſpite and vexation, her pride was | 
no piqued to think he ſhould forſake her for any other | 
1 woman, even a wife. 8 * 
2 22 i 5 | Se) his 
Captain S knew there was a great intimacy ' | lad 
3 between his friend and the lady, but his lordſhip 40g 
ad been fo honourable to her, that he had ne ver but 
2 confeſs'd to him that he had received the laft ſa- lore 
voor (as it is called) but when he had read the let- the 
+ ___* ter and heard what the katy ſaid,” be had no rea- diſc 
| ſont tO RENE. 3 100 


% 


* 


„more than his lordſhip with his lady, he knew no- 
tcsding of the Captain and Mrs. H—e being there, 
but kept ſmiling and whiſpering to his la 

_  Teemed very fond of her. | 


4 * . 
* 


* 


Li 
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The Captain not thinking to ſtay when firſt he 
came, had ſent back his chariot, fo Mrs. H—e's 
footboy was difpatched to order it again, the fight 


of this equipage for it was a gilt one, with two 


ſervants in handSme liveries, join'd to the fine fi- 
gure of the Captain in his regimentals gave new 
life to Mrs. H—e, ſhe glowed with pleaſure, and 
thought no more of his lordſhip than if ſhe had 
never known him, Re OY 

Mrs. H—e retired ſome time to regulate her 
dreſs, and add ſome of the jewels to it with which 
his lordſhip had prefented her ; about eight o'clock 
they went to the Opera, where being 57 the ſide 
of the Captain, who frequently ſaid many fine 


things to her. 


Mrs. H—e at laſt caſting her eyes | round ſaw 
ſomething that made her ſtart; it was nothi 


This ſight ſpoiled all her pleaſure, ſhe endea- 


voured by looking conſtantly that way to engage 
his attention, but inſtead of his ſhe attracted her 


ladyſhip's, who not knowing who Mrs. H—e was, 
Jogged his lordſhip's elbow to look at her; he did 


but could not readily diſcern who ſhe meant; my 
lord, ſays ſhe, I mean that handſome young lady 
there, ſhe fits by Captain S; his lordſhip ſoon 


diſcovered who his lady defired him ſo much to 
look at, and ſtarted in 2 his eyes 


Ys and 
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(18) 
He s, he inſtantly bowed with an air of indiffer- 
ence, and ſhe returned it with a ſlight Melination of 
her head, after which ſhe never looked that way, 


but affected to be very merry, 1 gallanted vin 
the Captain. 


was, for I find my lord you know one another? I 
was once in that lady's company with Captain S—, 


makes his addreſſes to ber, replied my lord; tho 
what he ſaid about having little Knowledge of Mrs. 
Hm—e was falſe, the latter part was plain to every 


mirer, and that ſhe accepted of him; the Captain 
by her behavibur, could not help obſerving. her 
2 to him, and being greatly ſmitten with 

er charms, thought to make his own advantage 
of her umbrage with EOrd B— .; he grew 
tired with the performance, whiſpered ſoftly i in her 
ear how happy be ſhould be could he but enjoy the 
pleaſure of her company in ſome more convenient 
place, where he might have an opportunity of 8. 
eins her know the dictates of his heart, | 


Mrs. H—e never attem pted to check the Cap- 
tain, or reſent his preſumption, on the contraty, 
partly in revenge to Lord B-—, and partly 
tor the ſake of having a new lover, he coniented 


for a few hours, 


anention of moſt of the company, when he banded 


beer 


Lady B— then repeated her queſtion who ſhe | 


but know nothing further, than that he I believe 


one that Captain S——— was her profeſſed ad- 


to go with Captain S—— wherever he pleaſed 


They left the O Opera at ten o'clock, taken fo . 


* 


( -) 


her out; Lord B- ſeemed a little nettled as 


he gueſs'd the 5bufineſs that made them withdraws 


and was mad with himſelf for ever ſhewing the 
leaſt regard to-ſach a fickle fair. 


Captain S 
at one cf thoſe recepticles of pleaſure, commonly 
called Bagnios, where they were ſhewn a private 
room; ſhe ſeemed to ſhew ſome little delicacy, 
and made ſome objections on ſeeing a bed in the 
room, but the Captain pretended honour, and told 


her they were more ſate here from fear of being 
ſeen, than in a public place. 


Theſe declarations put all to rights, and leaſt 
the reader ſhould think ſhe was really alarm'd, it 
is neceflary to inform him, or her, that Mrs. H—e 
was no ſtranger to theſe kind of places, 
often frequented them with Lord B —. 


Wine and kifles co-operating, heightened Mrs. 
H—e's blood to a wiſhed for compliance, which 
the Captain perceiving, as they were ſeated on the 
bed, he gently drew = backwards, and without 


giving her time to deny him, ſoon put it out of 
ner Power, | 


After repeating their paſtime, the lady began to 
think of returning home, and as ſhe had been fo 
literal of her favours to him, the Captain complied 
with her intreaties, though he would fain have 

revailed Mrs. H—e to ſup and ſtay there all night, 
put ſne ſaid it would be better for her to be at home 
fore her huſband to prevent ſuſpicion, 


2 Accord» 


— 


gave orders to ſet them down 


having 


630) 

Accordingly he waited on her home, it had juſt 
ſtruck one o'clock, and Mr. H—e had been at 
home about half an hour, Captain S told him 
they had been obliged to wait upwards of an hour 
for the ſtopage of the carriages, being there was ſo 
much compeny ; Mr, H—e faid that was nothing 
uncommon, he defired the Captain to ſtay and 
eat a bit of ſupper with them and drink a glaſs or 
two, which he did. Captain 8 was a gen- 
tleman of fine ſenſe and good addreſs, and ingra- 
tiated himfef ſo much in Mr. H—e's favour, 
that he begged he would honour him often with 
his company, which the Captain readily promiſed, 


Now inſtead of Lord B———'s coach ratling 
at the: door, and his preſence in the dining room, 
Captain S—— was in his ſtead, and it might 
be juſtly ſaĩd he made their houſe his home, he was 


ſo conſtant à viſitor. 


The lovers had many opportunities of indulging 
their paſſions without controul, without going out; 
the couch in the parlour, the ſtools in the cloſet, 
the carpet in the dining room, the bed in the cham- 

ber, the graſs plat in the garden were all witneſſes 
of the mutual love. . 


Mr. H—e had often expreſs'd ſome wonder that 
Lord B-— never came, but the Captain told hin 
he was gone to Paris for a few months ; it was 

matter of indifference to Mr. H—e whether he cam 
any tore, as at firſt he only encouraged his viſit 
to pleaſe his wite's vanity, as ſhe had ever-finc 


uu 


een 


1 ws ww 


the whole night in amorous tranſports. 


n 


that time let him lead a more peaceable and quiet 


| > 


fe. N | 


When ſummer came on, Mr. He, took a , 
little box in the country for the benefit of the ait; 
this the Captain and Mrs. H—e turned to their 
own benefit, for ſhe always took care to contrive 
it ſo, that whenever her huſband lay there, the was 
ſure on ſome pretence or other to lay in town; and 
again, if Mr. H—e ſlept in town, then ſhe was 
ſtifled for want of air, and would ſleep in the 


country. The reader may gueſs who ſupply'd his 


place. The contrivance in town was this. 


Captain 8.— uſed to come at dark without 


bis carriage or ſervants, when by a particular ra 
at the door, which was fo ſoft as not to be hea 


by the ſervants, Mrs. He who waited in the par- 
lour cloſe by, would creep ſoſtly, open the door 
and let him in, then ſhut it again and conduct her 
paramout up ſtairs in the dark; after ſecuring him 


in her cloſet ſhe would ring her bell for candles, 


the ſervant was then ordered to bring ſupper to het 
chamber, when all was ready, ſne told them not 
to wait on her as Mr. He was out and the had- 
no company; when the ſervants were gone ſhe 
would lock the door, then opening her cloſet door 
the Captain would fly into her arms; after ſupper 
the Captain went into his lurking place again, the 
things being removed, and the ſervants ordered to 
take care of the houſe and go to bed ſoon, tie 
chamber door was locked and our two lovers ipend 


— 


— 


(22) 
When Mrs. H==e lay at her country houſe, 


Captain 8 had contrived to take lodgings 
next door to them, he went by another name and 
in a plain dreſs ; when all was fttl he got over the 

a:den wall, then i in at the lower window that look- 


ed into the garden, which Mrs. H—e ſet open on 


purpole, then it was ealy for him to come up to 
her chamber unſeen ; as there was only one maid 
ſervant when ſhe lay there, and only the footboy 
when Mr. H—e lay there, the girl ſhe always 
ſent to bed an hour or two before the Captain came, 
and both town and country he went away before 
any body was ſtirring. 

Having all the ſummer feaſted on the ſweets of 
love, tis nothing to be wonder'd at, that at the 


fall of the leaf, they were both taken * a ſur- 
text. 


Captain 8 


fo long before; whether it was Mrs. H—e bad 
more charms, or elſe as they ſay, ſtolen waters 
are {w cet, cannot be determined. However, Cap- 
tain 8. began to be lefs frequent in his vi- 


fits, and leſs affiduous to pleaſe ; he even went ſo 
Far as to break appointments, which is a crime pot 


ealily pardoned in a lover; this brought on a cool- 
nets on the lady's fide, which the lady complaining 


"of, brought on a downright quarrel, which ended 
a 4 ſhort time after in a fixed hatred on the fide of 


Mrs. Hme, and a cold indiflerence on that of the 


5 


had been engaged in ſeveral 


amouts, but had not continued true to one woman 


He 


6 


He very ſeidom came to Mr. H—e, when be 
did, they were ſure to quarrel in his hearing, which 
mioht have convinc'd any other huſband ſomething 
had paſſed between them, but Mr. H—e was 
blind to every thing, at leaſt he appeared to be lo. 


The C aptain ſaving away a whole month, when 
he came again was told by the ſervant that his ma- 


ſter nor miſtreſs were not at home, the Captain ſaw 


the lady at the window, he made her a careleſs 
bow and drew up the the window of his chariot ; 
Mrs H—e looked after that with regret, and was 
more lorry to part with that than the charming 
Captain ſhe was once fo fond of. 


Next day Captain 8 
part for ever from Mrs. H—e after the rudeneſs 
ſhe had been guilty of, that ſhe might not have it 
in her power to reproach him with ingratitude, 
ſent her a ſmall packet, which on opening, ſhe 
found a very fine diamond ting which he uſed to 
wear, on the paper it was wrapped in was wrote 
a few lines, in which Le cleared himſelſf, laying all 
the blame on her behaviour, deſired ſhe would ex- 


cept that for his ſake,” and excuſe him ever wait- 
ing on her again. 


— 


This generoſity of the Captain ſurprized Mrs. 
H—e, and the began to be ſorry for her indiſere- 
tion, ſhe would fain have recall'd him again, but 
could invent no means to come at him, this per- 


plexed her ſo much ſhe could not reſt all day, or 
. ſleep all night, 8 


4 | i Mr. 


„as he intended to 
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(44) 


Mr. He pteſſed to tell him what made her ſo 


uneaſy, but ſhe deſired him to let her alone, for 


the was certain he could be of no ſervice to her, 


towards morning ſhe fell aſleep, and when ſhe got 


up found herſelt much eafier in her mind; let him 


go, ſays ſhe to herſelf, I may ſome time or other 

et another as good as him, or my Lord either; I 
= beauty and youth ſufficient yet not to make 
me diſpair; as to his lordſhip I never loved him, 


but I got a good deal out of him; as to Captain 
 $——— 1 felt more regard for him, but I thought 


of late he lighted me, which my pride could not 


bear; I am determined if ever I catch another in 


my ſnare, I will make the moſt of him before 1 


part with him ; I will not quarrel with him for not 


loving me enough, as I fooliſhly did with Captain 
8; I might have kept him a good while 


longer, and had more preſents, and more plealure 


in riding in his gilt chariot; now I fhall be 
quite loſt, and have nobody but my dull huſband 
to go abroad with me; to be ſure the good man is 


kind enough to me, if he could but keep me a 


coach ; but however, though he can't he never 
hinders me giving my company to them that can; 
they fay fretting ſpoils the complexion, therefore 


Tu no more be caſt down for the loſs of my Cap- 


tain ; I love variety, I love pleaſure, and will en- 
joy them both when I can. 


This ſoliloque perfectly compoſed the mind of 


Mrs. H—e, and ſhe contented herſelf to wait pa- 
- ently till fate ſhould bring about her deſires. 
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Mrs H—e having now loſt her gallant, and 


being deftitute of thoſe means to ſatisfy her ungo- 
vernable paſſion for pleaſure, as well as her vanity, 
was much more at home than uſual, which hou- 
ever did not in the leaſt tend to increaſe the do- 


meſtic happineſs of Mr. H—e, as ſhe was for the 
moſt part ſulky and proud, and if he endeavour'd 
to enter into ſocial converſation, ſhe replied. to 


whatever he ſaid with the utmoſt indifference, or 
gave aggravating and impertinent anſwers; all 
which tended not a little to abate the affection of 
him who had been once the fondeſt of huſband ; 
indeed, he began to be as cool to her as ſhe was to 
him, not through jealouſy, for as yet he had no 


proof to convince hun of her infidelity, and his 


eaſy temper did not let him take any trouble to be 
_ ſatisfied of what every body ſaw but himſelf ; but 


the time was a ripening, the fruits of her inte- 


grity, when all her deeds were to be diſcloſed. 


One evening when they were fitting by the par- 
lour fire, Mr. H—e took the liberty of expoſtula- 


ting with her in the moſt tender manner; my dear, 


ſaid he, I am amazed at your inſenſibility, from 
whence can proceed.your coolneſs to one who has 
loved you to exceſs, whoſe fondneſs indulged you 
in every thing you could wiſh if it was in his pow- 
er; my fortune you know when I made you an 
ofler of my hand was not great, though ſufficient 
to live comfortably on, pleaſure we might have 
in a-moderate way, but an equipage was not in 
my power, neither was it neceſſary while we had 
health, pride is not the road to happineſs, and 
vanity is but the torment of the mind. 


* „ 5 
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| | Pray my dear Sir, fa C ue ſtopping 

him in his diſcourſe, no more & you Jecture, and 
if you can find nothing elſe to entertain yourſelf 
with, be filent ; indeed madam, faid Mr. H—e 
thisis too much, your follies are ſeen by every one 
but me ; but you muſt not think that my filence 
has proceeded from my being quite blind; I have 
orbore complaining, in hopes my, indulgence 
would wake you to a ſence of your conduct, and 
be the means of N you. 


Upon my - wine Sir you are vaſtly kind, ſaid 
Mrs. H—e, but pray for the future, do not be fo 
much concerned on my account, as I do not defire 
to be troubled with uneaſy reflections ; Mr. H- e 
Tat down while ſhe-roſe up and walked about the 
room in a great ferment, which he did not in the 
leaſt endeavour to ſoften ; ; the then went up to her 
chamber, where ſhe aid till ſupper time, and 
what were her meditations we ſhall not pretend to 


ay, but imagine they were more on this world | 


N the e 

MIV. 1 being tired with ſitting alone, for 
the firſt time determined to ſpend the evening a- 
broad; accordingly he went to a tavern, and join- 
ed a ſet of bacchanalions, and did not return till 
midnight. Mrs. H—e was a little aſtoniſhed at 


this behaviour, and had ſome ſecret qualms aboyt 
it, and as though the had never injured him in her 
life, began to think of means to revenge the inſult, 
this is ſomewhat like the fable of the dog in the 
' manger ; the did not care a pin for her huſband, 
deſpiſed his « . yet ule: not bear the 15 


* 


(9) 


of his making himſelf happy, any where elſe ; ſhe 
would not ſpeak to him all the night, but lay 
hatching a plan to make him uneaſy if poſſible, 
which ſhe thought would promote a ſcheme of her 
OWN, ; 7 


This was no other than to pretend jealouſy, 
which ſhe knew would operate equally the ſame 


as if it was real; this ſhe put in practice with ſo 


much ſucceſs, that he was forced to become a pe- 
titioner for peace, Which was granted upon ſuch 
terms as entirely ſatisfied her. ä 


- 


It ſeems there was to be a grand maſquerade at 


the Hay- market, to which ſhe had a great inclina- 
tion to go, but ſhe Knew Mr. H—e had a fixt a- 


verſion to ſuch ſort of entertainment, therefore the 


preliminaries of this piece was, that ſhe ſhould be 
permitted to go by herſelf; this being ſettled, ſhe 
became more chearſul, and played off ſome little 
pieces of- art, and even diffembled fondneſs, to 
cover the wicked ſentiments of her own vicious 
heart. | y * 


For at the maſquerade ſhe hoped to meet with 


ſome new gallant, whoſe folly or paſſion might 
indulge her with all the luxuries ſhe had enjoyed 


with my Lord and the Captain; this though it 
weighed more with her at preſent than the mere 


entertainment of a maſquerade, which ſhe was no 


ſtranger to, and which would have been infipid if 
thoſe hopes had been out of her way, thus we may 


ſee how far a bad woman's inclinations will carry 


her in purſuit of her deſires. 


a 2 


than her former paramour Lord B 
took care he ſhould not know her at preſent, by 


*. 


( 28 ) 

At length the with'd for day arrived, and till 
the evening employed, in ſtudying what dreſs 
would be moſt becoming and ſet her off to the 
beſt advantage; at length that grand buſineſs be- 
ing properly adjuſted, and the time for going ar- 
rived, a chair was called in, and ſhe was conveyed 


to the temple of folly and vice; and to do her juſ- 
tice, the elegance of her perſon, as well as the fan- 
cy of her dreſs was ſufficient to captivate the cold- 


eſt heart, and her eaſy deportment, together with 
a ſmartneſs of repartee, which is the life of ſuch 
places made her univerſally followed and admired ; 
what pity tis that one who was an angel in ap- 
pearance, ſhould be a devil in principle. 


MI. H—e amuſed himſelſat home with reading, 


and then went to. bed, as he did not expect her 
home before day 15 and ſhe took care his ſu- 
ſpicion ſhould not be wrong founded. | 


But to return to the Lady, after ſhe had been 
there ſome time, a maſk in a domino followed her 
wherever ſhe went, and ſtrove to get her afide but 
in vain ; this ſhe knew by his voice was no other 
—, but 


ſpeaking in a feigned tone ; ſhe however ſuffered 
him to be laviſh of his encomiums on her, when 


at laſt going aſide to taſte ſome refreſhment, where 
his lordſhip ſtill followed her, when ſhe took the 


opportunity of unmaſking, and ſhewing a face 
which was no ſtranger to him, and was rather im- 


proved than jmpaired, but which he had not the 
- - . © thought of ſeeing at preſent. | 


His 
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His Lordſhip was thunder ſtruck, and could not 


tell what to ſay, while the Lady rallied him with 


a good deal of pleaſantry, and aſked him, if his 
Lordſhip was ſorry he had laid out ſo many com- 
pliments on ſo indifferent a commodity, ſaid he 
was wellcome to them again, as he might take 
them to a better market, 


At length to get off as well as he could, he de- 
clared that he knew her, and had only waited for 
an opportunity to inform her that his Lady was 


not there, and if ſhe would go with him his chariot 


was waiting, and he would at a convenient place, 
inform her that his paſſion was as fierce as ever; 
in this reſpe& his lordſhip perhaps ſpoke truth, 
but if he meant it had continued ſo ever fince the 


time he firſt was acquainted with her he was rather 


infincere. 


The truth is, his Lordſhip having been conſtant « 


to his Lady began to be tired, and had made this 


maſquerade frolic, on purpoſe to indulge” binfelk 5 


with ſomething new. as his Lady was on a viſit to 


her relations in the country, and when he perſued 
Mrs. H—e, he knew no more who the was than. 


he did a hundred others in the ſame piace, but on 
the fight of her face his former paſſion returned, 
and he longed as fervent as ever for what he had 
been heartily tired of ſo long before. 


What motive influenced the Lady ĩs not ſo eafily 


to be gueſſed, unleſs the dear hopes of her having 


SER 


the uſe of an equipage. 
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However, let it be love, or vanity, or any thing 
_ elſe *tis not materiat; ſhe conſented to go, and 
his Lordſhip's chariot conveyed them to a place of 
his directing, and where they might indulge the 
moſt licentious defires, without any danger of de- 


- 


tection. _ 


And here they made the beſt uſe of their time, 


if employing it in unlawful dalliance and ſacrificin 


honour, to voluptiouſneſs can be call'd the beſt ; 


Love and Bacchus reign'd for the remainder of the 


evening, at length the morning informed her ſhe 


muſt think of returning to her injurea huſband, 
which ſhe did in a chair, after ſettling a method of 
meeting often again; the contrivance of which 


Was, ſhe was to pretend to take a walk for the air 


with her maid, who was to be fee'd by his lord- 
ſhip to keep the ſecret, at a certain place, a cha- 
riot was to be ready to take them a little way out 


of town. — 


* 


1 


«Y 
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Mr. H—e was juſt up when ſhe came home, 


5 who pretending to be greatly fatigued went up to 
- bed, hardly ſpeaking to her huſband ; this was 


nothing extraordinary at-all, therefore he ordered 
breakfaft without her, thea taking his ſtick went 


upon change and returned about two o'clock, and 
ſent if ſhe would come down to dinner, but re- 


ceived an anſwer in the negative, therefore he was 


obliged to be contented to dine without her; how- 


ever, ſometime after dinner he did her the honour 


of enquiring in perſon after her health, which ſhe 
was complaiſant enough to thank him for, and ſaid 


ſhe had waſted her ſpirits ſo much, that ſhe re- 
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quired 
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-4uiredareft before ſhe ſhould be fit for any com- . = 
pam; he agreed ſhe was right, fo took his leave, 1 
after informing her he muſt go into the city next 1 | 
gay about ſome money buſineſs, and could not poſ- 
fibly be bone till the evening, to which ſhe re- 
plied it was very well, though her thoughts were 
very ill, for no ſooner the next morning was he 1 
gone, but ſhe aroſe with the utmoſt diſpatch, and 13 
taking Lucy with her, haſted to the appointed 1 
place, where the chariot was in readineis to con- "i 
vey her to the arms of his Lordſhip at a ſmall villa | 3» 
near to the river fide. ' | — 4-38 
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Lucy was amazed at all this, and to her it look- 
ed like enchantment, her Mrs. defired her to wait 
below or walk about in the garden, till ſhe ſhould 
call for her. She-now went up ſtairs to my Lord's 
-8 chamber, and without bluſhing went to bed and 
in about an hour a ſervant informed Lucy ſhe was 
wanted above ſtairs ; ſhe was met at the chamber. 

door by his lordſhip, who conducted her into an- 
other adjoining to that where her Miſtreſs was, and 
there putting a purſe ot fifty guineas into her hand, 
explained to her the nature of her miſtreſs's viſit, 
and promiſing to be her friend for ever, if ſhe 


i 
| 
| 


would keep the ſectet and be a faithful friend to him A 4 
and her. miſtreſs. | ; 82 9 7 
* 1 a -*48 > | 
| Lucy who was really an honeſt and innocent 2 by 
girl was thunder ſtruck, but however, was not Y +. 
tool enough to give back the purſe, and making I 


his lordſhip a eurtſey was ſhewed by him into the * 
room where her miſtreſs was, in order to help to 
dreſs her; Lucy's filence was conſtrued into a con. 
IgE ſent 
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of her; but in this they were deceived, as Luc 
had no inclination to be concern'd in fo ſcandalous 
an affair, but diflembled her thoughts for the pre- 
ſent, im order to have an opportunity of diſcover- 
ing the whole to her maſter ; the ſame, carriage 
was ready to carry them back, and they arrived at 
home without the leaſt ſuſpicion, after appointin 
another day for a viſit, which was to be . of 
by ſome means or other with the aſſiſtance of Lucy. 
Mr.-H—e came home to ſupper, and all paſt off 
ſeemingly very well. 
ln the morning Mr. H—e came down pretty 
"ſoon as was his cuſtom, when Lucy came into the 


would faſten the door as ſhe had ſomething to re- 
late which nearly concerned him ; he aecordingly 
did, and ſhe unfolded all the circumſtances that 

had paſt with my Lord; likewiſe the appointment 
which had been made, and which it was in his 


power to break off; but he deſired Lucy not to 


take any notice of her having diſcovered it to him, 
but go with her the fame as before, and to let him 
in when he would come, as he would be waiting 
thereabouts, and he would detect her himſelf. 


that murder might enſue, but her maſter aſſured 
her ſhe might make herſelf eaſy on that account, 
as all that he wanted was ſuch a demonſtration of 
- her guilt which could not be denied, and then 
made her a preſent for her honeſty, ſo that ſhe was 
2 gainer on both ſides the queſtion, enough to haye 


ſent of doing every thing which ſhould be defired 


rlour, and burſting into tears begged her maſter 


; Lucy was much againſt this, as the was fearful L 


— 


ſatisfied 


4 


— 


0 33 ) 


fatisfied any Lady's maid in the nation; and Lucy | 


though her conſcience was more awake than moſt. 
of her fraternity, found no ſmatl conſolation from 
the generoſity of my Lord and her maſter ; and 
her miſtreſs did not forget her, in order to ſecure 
her in her intereſt, but it was now too late, the 
ſecret was out and the day of detection was quite 
at hand. | 


My Lord was punctual in his attendance, and 


madam and her maid did not neglect to come to 


the appointment ; Mrs. H—e was got to bed and 


my Lord had followed, when Mr. H—e came to 


the door which Lucy opened and directed him to 
the door, and inamediately took leave herſelf and 
went with all ſpeed to London, packed up her 
cloaths, and called a hackney coach and drove a- 
way. . | | 


, 


Mr. H—e entered the room, and drawing the 
curtain before they were aware my Lord firſt ſaw.-- 
him, and getting out of bed in great haſte ſtept in- 
to the chamber pot, which happened to be in tje 


way and which deluged the fine carpet; Mr. H—e 
did not offer to meddle with either of them, but 
fixt his eyes on his wife, whilſt my Lord in the 
utmoſt haſte flew down ſtairs in his ſhirt, and ran 
directly to the water-fide, got into a boat, and 
with much a do got the waterman to cover him 
with the tilt, and row him to town; he continued 


in the boat while the man went by his direction 
to his houſe, and a ſervant came with all ſpeed _ 


wich ſome cloath. - 
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Mr. He in a very polite manner thanked his 
wife for the favour which ſhe had done him, but 


ſhe ſeemed only cancerned at her being diſcovered, 


and with no little confidence begged to know by 


what means it was brought about; he made no 
ſcruple of informing her it was Lucy; ungrateful 
baggage, replied his wife, my Lord gave her fifty 
guineas, and I gave her a new gown ; but never 
mind it, I have a plan in my mind which will ſet- 
tle all the matter to your ſatisfaction; honour in 
woman is only a name, and all is honeſt till they 
are caught, his Lady perhaps was about the ſame 
bufineſs at the very time that I was; you as far 
as I know may have been like my Lord, but ſince 
matters are thus be ruled by me, and I'll warrant 
 -be'll be glad to give a chouſand pounds to make it 
up, which i is more chan making any man a . 
> 0-1 is worth. | 
Mr. H—e was not a little ſhocked to hear her 
Kalk in this ſtile of libertiniſm, but thought it was 
- the beſt falve for his honour; for if he went to 
law it was only expoſing bimſelf, and a divorce 
*,would be of no ſervice, ſo he thought proper to 
take his wife's advice, who being now dreſſed went 
to ſeek for my Jord, but he was not to be found ; 
- ſhe then went in queſt of the-chariot, - and the man 
any thing of what had happened, 
opened the * — and Mr. and Mrs. H—e- both got 
in Ne were drove to town together; as ſoon as th 
came home, the other maid told them in what a 
2 manner Lucy was gone away, which 4 
took no notice of, but were very well 
< find ſhe had not told _ was the cauſe of it, 


pleaſed to 


* 


7 * 2 
13 


"The next day they received a card from my - = 
| Lord, offering terms to accomtnodate matters that c : 
the affair might not be made public, theſe were | 
ſhort of what was expected, therefore Mr. H—e 
employed an attorney to ſettle matters with his 
Lordſhip, who in a ſhort time was glad to pay a 
thouſand pounds to gild the horns of Mr. H—e, 

who like a good natured ſpouſe gave half to her 


who had been Princip concerned i in enn 
it. q | 


*. * did this gentleman ſet an example to alt 
married men to make the moſt of their wives fail- 
ings, and give them proper encouragement to pro- 
ceed in the laudable practice of cuckold making, 
for notwithſtanding.the contempt which many ex. 
againſt that name, there are more of that or- 
der than know that they are, or are known to be 
ſo; and among them ſome of right honourable 
cuckold i is as old a name as Adam, and if mere is 
any faith in old fayings, the huſband is much be. 
holden to the wife who does her beſt to procure 


him everlaſting felicity, and they are oy to SS 95 a 
blame who do not * it. 


As Mr. ee was now i with his | * 4 
wife's character, though he had reaped the benefit —_ 
of it, yet he could never reliſh her as a bedfellow - 
again, but thought he might have the ſame liberty - _—_ 
_ topleaſe himſelf as ſhe had, and having à day or 3 
two before met a likely ſmart young woman in the * 0 
ſtreet, who in a very pretty manner inquired the _ 
way to ſome place ſhe wanted to find; Mr. Hoe" 
Was ſtruck with her voice, and looking at her ſaw wo 
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the was Pretty, and 3 very innocen; he 
could not reſiſt going with her to the 1 as it 
Was in his way home. | 


"He aſked her to go in ſomewhere and drink a 

* of wine, but ſhe refuſed to go with a ſtranger; 

e aſked her where the lived, and ſhe told bim, 
he then left her at the Place ſhe enquired for. 


_Mr. H—e had this young woman in his thoughts 
at times, but never went near her till this at- 
fair of his wife's infidelity. Now it came into his 
head to call on her at her lodging, and if he found 
her inclinable, would take her into keeping ; ac- 
cordingly he went to her houſe and enquired if 
Phillis was at home, the landiady called her at the 
bottom of the ſtairs, and down ſhe came running. 


© When Phillis faw Mr. H—e ſtanding in the 


,\ ſhe ſeemed greatly ſurprized, but making 
dum A curtſey ſaid, Sir, I am very ſorry you have 
given yourſelf the trouble to come to ſuch a poor 
place as this, I did not think when I told you 

where I lived, I ſhould ever co you any more. 


While ſhe was ſpeaking, Mr, He looked at 
- Hee with attention, and found her e be. 
uw deſcription, 


- Mr. He chen told ber he had not her an 
tion, nor her landlady's neither, but hoped now 
he was come ſhe _ 20 him flay ab n a 
7 5 of tea Our . 


— 


To CH) 


The landlady chen ſpoke and ſaid, to be 8 
Sir, pray walk in and ſit down; Mr. H—e did 
ſo, and the tea was got ready in great order, but 
he ſent for all the” ingredients, which the good 
woman was kind enough to fetch, that Phillis 
might entertain her viſitor, | 


"When ſhe was gone out, Mr. H—e aſked 
Phillis what ſhe did for her living, ſhe told him 
ſhe was a black millener, but had been ovt of 
work ſome time; 'tis pity ſays Mr. H—e ſuch a 
pretty girl as you ſhould work for your living; 
why, Sir fays ſhe, I muſt either work or ſtarve; - 

no my dear, ſays Mr. He, there are otherways * , 


to live, and live in Ree] in compariſon to what =, 3% 
you do now. | F 
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How i is that, Sir, fays ſhe | ; oh! returned he, ITE L 
nothing more eaſy tis only to be grateful to the 

friend who ſhall raiſe you from this low fituation ; 
that is in my nature, Sir, ſays ſhe, I would be 5 
ever n to ſuch a friend. 9 TEE IA 


Then my dear girl, I will be your friend, if 7 | 
— will promiſe to love me in return; as to that | * f 
I don't know what love is, but I feel an in- ww 
3 for you more than any man I ever ſaw, 8 
which I take to be gratitude for your coming to ſee 
me, ſending for tea to treat me, and now you have e 
partly e to be my friend. „ 7 


Sweet creature 1 will be as good as my word, 3 i 1 
ſays Mr,.H—e ; and I will love yau- Sir for ever, < 33 
and 49 all; in my pewer to ſerve you; on her ſay- —_ 
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ing this, Mr. H—e took her on his knee and kiſs- 
ed her ſeveral times, which ſhe was innocent 
enough to return; this pleaſed the gentleman ſo 
much, that he gave her a guinea, and promiſed to 


- come and fee her next day, when he would take 


a walk with her do a very pleaſant place. 


| Phillis was ready to jump out of her ſkin. to 
think of her good fortune ; ſhe thanked him and 


| blefled him for all favours ; he _ the landlady 


half a crown, which ſhe made him twenty curt- 
ſeys for. n 


23 -When Mr. He returned hae he found his 


wife was gone abroad, he eat his ſupper and went 


to bed without the leaſt concern about her, his 


whole thought were taken up with Phillis. 


Next morning finding Mrs. He was not come 
home yet, he breakfaited by himſelf, dined a- 


broad, and then went to fee Phillis. He found 
her dreſſed very ſmart, for ſhe had bought ſome 
things ſhe wanted with the money he had given 


- 


to her. ; , 


g Mr. e told her he was come to take het 
out with him, which pleaſed her very much, and 
the ſaid ſhe was ready to go any where with him; 


tor her kind and virtuous landlady had perſwaded 


her not to refuſe the gentleman any thing, as h 
was ſo good to her; ſhe faid ſhe ſaw what h 


wanted, and told her plainly as ſhe. ſeemed ign 


rant, that he wanted to come to bed to her. 
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ner true and faithful to him. 
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No wonder then, while Philtis was out out with = 
Mr. H—e tha: ſhe was complyable to all he fad; 1 
eſpecially us her gratitude prompted her, and * | 8 LY 
promiſes of making her a fine lady compleated eel "44.50 
thing. I p 

| . „ 

From that day Phillis commenced Mr. H—e's | 
miſtreſs ; he ſoon took gentee] lodgings for her, \ "IJ 
and laid out a large fum of money to cloath her, 7 1 
he ſeldom paffed a night from her, and he found L 4 


As to Mrs. H—e ſhe ſpent her time in a round 
of ipleaſure ; to make herſelf a compleat fine lady 
of ſpirit ſhe had commenced gameſter; frequently 
ſtaying out all night. The firſt money ſhe loſt 
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was the five hundred pound that Mr. H—e had - 4 1 
given her, which was the price of her RL re- i } 5 


ceived from rd 3 e 


This bet was won by the Earl of - ; this 
nobleman was much given to oalfuptry; and bn 
ing Mrs, He a fine woman, as the certainly was, 
returned her the money again on conditions which 
ſhe- accepted. But this was only getting her own 
again, and not making an addition to it, there- 
fore ſhe conſented to ſome propoſals made by the 
Earl, which were theſe; ſifty pounds for every 
viſit he made her in her chamber, 


Mrs. H—e began now to loſe her fine coth- nts 
plexion, which was owing to ſetting up all night 
ſo often as ſhe had done lately at the diverſion of ,- 
og: * her looking glaſs informed her. 17 
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remedy this, ſhe had recourſe to paint, both white 
and red, as ſhe knew all her dependance on the 


Earl was her beauty, this had the deſired effect. 


Art ſet her off, even more than nature had done; 
in ſhort, ſhe looked fo divinely charming, that 
her noble lover paid down his fifty pound-almoſt 
every night, beſides which, he made Mrs. H —e 


a preſent of an elegant fide board of plate. 


Mrs. H—e was now in the height of her glory, 
ſhe found money and preſents coming in as faſt as 
ſhe could with ; for ſhe did not confine herſelf to 


the Earl alone, but would ſometimes when offered 


her, accept of a cool hundred or two from any 
nobleman or gentleman, who would give it. for 'a 
little private dalliance. | ry 


1 
* 


One evening in the Vauxhall ſeaſon, Mrs. H—e 
went with the Earl to the gardens, the weather 
was ſultry hot, and the place being full. of com- 
pany, they choſe for the air to walk in the dark 
walks; after being there ſome time, the Earl 


wanted to play the fifty pound game without pay- 


ing of the money, as he ſaid it was only for a lit- 
tle amuſement, and not like ſtaying all night, it 
was too much. 1 | 


Mrs. H—e reſented this as an affront, and, as 


ſhe turned out of the walk into the light again, 


ſpoke in a high tone, ſaying ſhe was ſurprized at 


his offers, and could not have thought that he 
would have behaved with ſo much indignity to 


* 


os 5 S 


This diſcourſe being heard by a gentleman who 


was over heated with wine, He, without thinkin 


of the conſequence, called the Earl a ſcoundrel for 
aflronting a lady; upon which the Earl drew his 


ſword, the gentleman did the ſame, and they both 
made a pals at each other, but was prevented from 
proceeding by the Duke of D and ſome 
others who diſarmed them, but the Earl infiſted 


on having his ſword again, and left the gardens 


immediately and Mrs, H—e behind him 


This was a circumſtance which Mrs. H—e little 
dreamed of; ſhe had experienced what it was to 
be diſcarded by ſeveral lovers, but to be left in the 


lurch by the Earl, who ſhe had. flattered herſelf - 


would never forſake her, and in ſuch a ſituation at 
twelve o'clock at night, without a carriage to car- 
ry her home ; all this alarmed her ſo much, that 
ſhe was near fainting, but the Duke of D 
ſoon relieved her from her pain, his grace eafily 
prevailed on Mrs. H—e to fit down and regale 


herſelf with a cold collation, after her fright ; he 


found by her diſcourſe that ſhe was a married lady, 


and yet the gentleman who had fought” for her, 


knew neither her or her huſband, and that the 
Earl was an acquaintance of hers alone and had no 
| knowledge of Mr. H—e, ts” 


From all this he conjectured, that Mrs. H—e 


was a lady of ſmall fortune and eaſy virtue, which 


he was determined to make trial of. 


"His Grace had no occaſion to make uſe of much : 


intreaties, as Mrs, — when ſhe found wha he 


way 
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( 42 ) 
was, readily conſented to ſleep the remaining part 


of the night, or rather morning with him at a con- 
venient place. 


Soon after this, the Duke being exceſſive fond 


_ of Mrs. H—e made her a ſettlement, which ena- 


bled her to ſet up her own equipage, and as this 
was all that lady wanted ſhe did not ſeek our for 
any new adventure. 


Mrs. -H—e without taking much pains had hi- 


therto kept her intrigues pretty ſecret, but now: 


ſhe was become the ſubject of tea table ſcandal, 
and not without reaſon ; many cenſured her, but 


many more envied her; nor did any openly af— 


front her, becauſe of the Duke's patronage, but 
Tome ladiv- of virtue made it their buſineſs to ſo- 
licit her ac juaintance. 


Mrs. H—e now employed her whole time in 


| inventing new faſhions, and zen been formerly 
2 milliner, was very expert in making them up; 


and it has been faid, that ſome great perſonages 
have honoured her ſo far as to follow them. 


The enſuing winter Mrs. H=-e ſet up card ta- 


8 and gameſters of all ranks attended, 


bles, and kept a rout once a week, whither lords, 


By this time Mrs. H—e grew ſuch a ; proficlenr 
in gaming, that ſhe generally came off conqueror, 
and won confiderable tums every week ; but what 
The gained in money ſhe loſt in beauty, her con- 
ne riot and ani had altered her bo "at : 
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that if any perſon had ſeen her before ſhe laid on 


her artificial face, they would not have known her 
for the fame. 


How much happier would Mrs. H—e have been 
both here and hereafter if ſhe had centented her- 
ſelf with her huſband's circumſtances, without 
giving her mind to ſuch pride 1 that 
made her give up her fame and honour for ſuch 
tranſitory pleaſures; it was perhaps beſt for her 
that ſhe lived in a conſtant ſucceſſion of noiſe and 
riot, that ſhe might not have time to reflect, for 
ſurely reflection muſt have drove her to N 
tion. 8 8 ; 


The reader may remember in the beginning of. 
this hiſtory, I mentioned Mrs. H—e's Brig two 
ſiſters, who were apprentices to à Millener in the 
city; Miſs Polly the eldeſt was a very agreeable 
girl, though ſhe had no pretenfions to beauty as 
er ſiſters had, ſhe however, poſſeſſed what is in- 
finitely more valuable (the unfading charms of an 
amiable diſpofition, and an elevated underſtanding) 
this was rather a more "fortunate than unhappy - 
circumſtance, as it prevented the many tempta- 
tions to which her ſiſters were expoſed; for inſtead 
of being continually peſtered with letters, verſes, 
&c. ſhe had ſcarcely a civil thing ſaid to her till 
ſhe was almoſt out of her time, though it was 
ſometimes a mortification to her to ſee the gentle- 
men, as there was a great many gay fellows uſed 
the ſhop, joke with and ſeemed fond of the other 
- apprentices ;; particularly her ſiſter, | 
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Vet when ſhe reffected that it was only done to 
ſhew their wit, and might perhaps end in their ru- 
in; ſhe was happy that nature had denied her a 
fine face, ſometimes when ſhe was in the ſhop, if 
they ſaid any thing ſmart, Polly would anſwer 


with ſome repartee, which made them admire het 


wit, hut ſhe always kept them at a diſtance. 


When ſhe was out of her time ſhe went to her 
father, and though he never had ſo much regard 


for her as for her ſiſters (yet finding her more de- 
ſerving he immediately took a genteel houſe and 


ſhop for her at the weſt-end of the town, and 


gave her a capital ſum to ſit up with. 


4 


Polly being now in bufineſs for herſelf, ſhe took 
an apprentice and went on extremely well ; ſhe had 
likewile ſeveral ſuitors, whether for love or for 
ſettlement ſhe could not eaſily tell, they ſeemed ſo 
ſincere, but her uſual prudence always directing ſhe. 
behaved to them with great civility, but gave no 
encouragement, indeed her heart had hitherto re- 
mained untouched; however, it was not her fate 
to remain ſo. * 


One day as ſhe was ſitting at work in the ſhop, 
a gentleman came in to give orders for the making 
ſome ſhirts ; he was ſeemingly about thirty years 
of age, of a dark comdexion with fine black eyes. 


gure. 


and very handſome features, and a very noble fi- 


Polly was immediately ſtruck with his appear- 
ance, and felt ſomething ſhe never had ws 
„ 8 fore. 
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fore, and he addreſſed her in ſuch an engaging 1 
manner, that ſhewed there was ſomething more _ 
than buſineſs in it. | | 4 


The next day he came again, repeating his vi- { 
fits every day, and when the ſhirts was finiſhed he J. 1 
beſpoke ſomething elſe; after things had gone on JJ. 
ſo for ſome time, he came one afternoon as uſual  } = 


for ſomething he had ordered, and Polly giving _ 


as A. 4. 8 — 228 
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it him in a polite manner, he ſlipt a letter into her 5 5 
hand; Polly bluſhed, but ſaid nothing before the 4 
girl, but retired to her chamber to read it, which j- - 
contained the moſt tender expreſſions of love, but 1 
without that romantic extravagance that moſt lo- 1-8 
vers run into; he praiſed her good nature and _ 


good ſenſe, . which pleaſed Polly) more than any 
thing ; in ſhort, ſhe could not help being pleaſed 1 4 
with the epiſtle, as ſhe had conceived ſuch a re- "+ 

d for the writer, and though ſhe had a great - - 
gen of prudence yet ſhe did hot come under the 11 
denomination of a prude, and was far from being S 
averſe to the married ſtate, | 


When he came again, ſhe, behaved: with the 
ſame politenels as uſual, but by her bluſhes diſ- 
covered that his letter was not diſpleaſing to her, 
emboldened by the affability he perceived in her 


countenance, he ſtayed rather longer than com- * _ 

mon, and Polly to let him {ce he was not diſagree- *% "= 2 
able to her invited him to tea, which he accepted Ss 7 — 

of; and being alone with her in the parlour, gae Xx 


took the opportunity of ſaying the moſt paſſionate 
language, to which Polly returned a diſcreet but 13 
not untavourable anſwer ; he now viſited every day —— 3 

| | and 3 
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and repeated his aſſection, and Polly did not - dif- | 
ſemble but confefled her regard for him. 

In a ſhort time he made ſo rapid a progreſs i in ? 
his courtſhip, that ſhe gave her conſent to be united 
to him; accordingly the . was appomted, and : 
all things got ready. TT ow | | 
U nfortunately for bim, on the eve of the wed- 
ding day as he was- going with Polly to the jew- 2 
eler's to fetch home the ring they had | beſpoke, te 
and to buy a pair of ear- rings, juſt as they turned a] 
the corner of a ſtreet, they was met by a genteel _ 
woman in mourning, who lcoking very hard at p 
Polly's intended hutband, exclaimed good god is 0 
it poſſible; Mr. B— ys ſurprize and confu- af 
ſion was ſo great, he was at a loſs what to do, but | 
recollecting himſelf he jumped over the kennel, x 
and croſſing the ſtreet walked: at a great pace for 
about twenty yards, leaving Polly behind, who. 
© was aſtoniſhed to the n Rn.” mag pl 
33 ſhe nt the way ir wi and 10 
when ſhe came up with him, aſked him what was th. 
tte matter made him walk fo faſt, he aſked her the 
pardon, but ſaid he had a reaſon for it, and would Ai 
hs her When they got home. | — Bhs 
e 8 having WEI herſelf. a 75 
tle, bed to follow them, and find out if GC ke | 
fible where her faithleſs huſband (for ſuch de hap :- 05 
pened to be) lived, but the kept at ſuch a diſtancte |} 
that they never perceived her, Mr. B —— be- 
1 afraid to. look back, for fear of giving Polly 
ſuſpicion 5 


Cen 
ſuſpicion; howeve,, he hurryed her along, telling 


her he was ſure there was going to be a ſhower, and 
there was no coach near. 


When they came to the jewellers, Mr. B—y » 
made a pretence to ſtay there as long as poſſible, 
in hopes his wife (if ſhe had followed them) would 
go, but ſhe was determined not to leave them, till 
ſhe had found the place of their reſidence. 


When they had got home they went into the 
parlour, and it being fupper time Polly ordered 
ſupper ; but how different was this evening ſpent 
to what the preceding one was, Mr. B-—y ſtrove 
all he could to diſpel the un eaſineſs he ſaw Polly 
in, while his own anxiety was not to be deſcribed. 

Polly, though her fluttering heart told her the rea- 
ſon, was willing to know what he would ſay, and 
aſked him why he run in that manner a-croſs the 


way, as he promiſed to tell her the reaſon when 
they got home. | 


Mr. B-—y though a man of very bad princi- 
ples had not much art, and though he had been 
conſidering of an excuſe, could at laſt make out 
but a poor one ; hetold her that ſome years before, 
that gentlewoman who they met at the corner of 
the {treet, her brother and he was very intimate, 
but being both croſs'd in love, they made an oath 
never to marry, and becauſe they would keep it, 
they gave each other a bond to forfeit a great ſum 
of money in caſe they ever married; this -was all 
my dear girl I can aſſure you, ſaid Mr. By, 
tor ſhould ſhe know I was going to be married, 


and 


and tell her brother he would inſiſt on \ my paying 
the money. 


14 This wretched axcech was far from having the 
top deſired effect on Polly, who was not ſo filly to 
4 | believe any ſuch nonſenſe, but now faw plainly 
| there was ſome myſtery in the affair, but was de- 
termined not to have him till it was cleared up. 


. Accordingly ſhe pretended t to be not very well 
and made an excuſe to retire to her chamber ; ſoon 
as ſhe had ſupped, Mr. B———y took his leave 
fy very tender manner, and Polly withdrew to 


It is hard to ſay which of them felt moſt, but 
tis certain neither of them cloſed. their eyes that 
r night, though Mr. B—— y had told Polly this 
=_— - fallchood, he did not think himſelf that ſhe believed 
21 tit and as he actually loved her, (and his affec- 
—_ tions being entirely alleniated fron: his wife, whom 
de had detected in a fault made him, leave her) 

= he could nor bear the thoughts of giving up his 

dear Polly, he was almoſt diſtracted to think of 

tit, after Having tortured himſelf ſometime he be- 

pan to comfort himſelf ; he flattered himſelf, that 

| olly being of a very eaſy temper, he might make 
ber forget it, and as for his wife, he was in hopes 
(as the did not know where he lived) he ſhould 

never fee or hear from her any more; Polly tho 
extremely unhappy yet was quite refoived how to 
act · 


— 


9 


So when he came in . morning ſhe Was in | 
her chamber, after the uſual compliments, Polly -— 
told him ſhe had been very much indiſpoſed all 8 
night, and copld not poſſibly go to church that | 
morning, but muſt defer it a little longer; tho 
this was a great diſappointment to Mr. B ———y, 
yet he was in hopes to bring it about ſtill; ſo he 
redoubled his afſiduity to pleaſe her, they break. 


faſted together, but not in that ogrrcaþle m e 
hey uſed to do, * 26s | 


"They us not long breakfaſted, before Poly was 2 
told ſomebody wanted her, ſhe defired thèm to + 
walk in, and Mr. B——y according to the rules 1 — EY 
of good manneis retired; but judge Polly's ſur- 
priſe, when thelperſon chat appeared was no . 
than the gentle woman they had met the preced- 
ing day; ſhe was ready to expire, but ſummon- 
— all her courage ſhe aſked her, her buſineſs, te 
lady with a figh. replied, ſhe had ſomething 


„„ 


it. __ 2 


e of great importance to relate to ber, which they a Ss 

_ ſhe was * of. — 

f 8 Polly, defired to know 3 it was; the * then 

asked Lhe how long ſhe bad been ꝙqquainted with 1 

*in Bi— vs Folſß told her every circumſtance ; ; 

bp to Which 2 he was a very great villian 1 

1 for he had been married to her eight years, and 1 

, he had had ſeven children *. him. 4411 n * r 

4 & It DP 1410 

(0 | Though Polly was prepared for this ; thocking _ 

neus, yet ſhe could not forbear being greatly at- 1 
fected with it, but recollecting herſelf, ſhe tuſd ger 


ihe wightmgks bell Cen caps ue ae, 4 
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fure her ſhe would never ſpeak to him again, the 
lady ſeemed very well ſatisfied and went away. 


Preſently Mr. B—y came, little thinking who 


had been there, but Polly had given orders to her 


maid to tell him never to come there any es as 


ſhe had found out all his deceit. 


The maid delivered her meſſage, and Mr. B—y 


after having begged in vain to ſpeak to her he 


went away with his mind full of arg 
thoughts, and ſhe never ſee him again. 


As for Polly after ſhe had recovered from the 


uneaſineſs it cauſed her, ſhe made a ſolemn vow 
never to have any connection with the faithleſs ſex 
any more, which reſolution ſhe kept ſo well that 
ie never encouraged the addreſſes of any of her 
ſweethearts, but continued her buſineſs? till the 


grew in years, when ſhe left her ſhop and retired 


to ſpend the reſt of her life in the e N 


Miſs Lucy, Mrs. H s other filter over the | 
| 2 of Mr. L———'s three daughters and 
had given them all a very genteel education, I 

; — was a very fine girl, and extremely ſprightly and 


vourite of the old people; Mr. L. 


y, ſhe was ſond of plays, and all Kind of diver- 


ns to the laſt degree, though ſhe could but ſel- | 


dom * n 1 pm of indulging heel in 
wem. 


Phe was apprentice in ih ig ſhop as ber nder X 
Pal wien TY lage one in the ay 
* 
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her miftreſs had a great deal of cuſtom, and almoſt * 


as many gentlemen as ladies reſorted to her ſhop, 
to ſee and diſcourſe with the girls, which were five 


in number, but though they joked with the others 
they were particularly civil to Lucy, as ſhe was 


the handſomeſt girl in the ſhop. | | 


This partiality could not help being taken no- 
tice of by Lucy, who was not a little proud of her 


eonqueſt, and triumphed over the other girls, who 


all ſecretly envied her. 


Among the young fellows that uſed the ſhop 
was one ſquire S d a diſtant relation to a cer- 
tain noble lord; he happened to paſs by the ſhop, 
when a chariot coming to the door with two ladies, 
Lucy ſtept out to know their commands, when 
he was inſtantly ſtruck with her appearance ; in 


the afternoon he came into the ſhop and bought . 
ſeveral pair of laced ruffles, but though the miſ- 


treſs attended to ſerve him, he took no notice of 


her but had bis eyes conſtantly fixt upon Lucy, 


whoſe vanity did not let it eſcape her, 


Ihe next day he came again and repeated his 
viſits every day for ſome time, always directing 
his diſcourſe to Lucy, and in ſuch an engaging 
manner that ſhe was quite charmed with hum, 


One day he came as, uſual, and looking over 
the goods by way of an excuſe, he ſet Pane : 
don and began to entertain Lucy with ſome 
greeable diſcourſe ; he pulled a very hand 
" ſnuff box out of his 8 and ſhewing it to 


3 25 Lucy, asked ber opinion of it; Lucy ſaid it was 


= very pretty, be then Pad her to > Accept of it, 
1 | which ſhe did, 


0⁰ ber opening the box was ſurprized to find a 
| letter incloſed in it, pen'd i in the moſt extravagant 
= manner, and N the favour of an inter- 
| £5 | view, and appointed the houſe of an acquaintance - 
3 \- of his, and informed her that he would ſend a per- 
= ſon to order ſome things, when ſhe might take the 
1 opportuyity to bring —_— 


= | p Accbrdilgi the next day the perſon came, as 
—_— he had told her, and beſpoke ſeveral things which 
=_ Uucy carried home, and there met her lover who 
received her with rapture, and ſaid the tendereſt 
things he could invent; they went on ſo for ſome 
_ e 1 ucy going to this place 19045 time things 
3 Vius ordered. | 

. = i 91. 

At laſt der ſpark who grew every time more am- 
o0trous, made her ſuch offers as ſhe had not the 
3 1 power to refuſe; ſhe lived in the greateſt ſplen- 

1 daour for ſome time, till Mr. S——d having ac- 
1 cidentally met with a very handſome young girl, 
Me diſcarded Lucy and put. the other into her 
Pace. | 


= Poor Lac pc now 2 aving no cher: reſourſe, was 
> 22 *obhged' ro accept the offers of an 59 8 gen- 
©  +þ&tleinah, who uſed-to viftt Mr. S — d, and who 


* n doved Lucy fincerely, as he was maſter of a great 


_ fortune, and had two ſons and a daughter, he 
= . would not marry, 1129 maintaiticd OP as mY 
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as if ſhe had been his wife; ſhe had not lived with 
him above a year, before the old gentleman fell 


ſick and having made his will, (wherein he left 
Lucy fixty pounds a year for life,) he died. 


Lucy being tired of noiſe and gaiety, took a 
genteel apartment and lived retired, till meeting 
with an honeſt tradeſman, ſhe married and lived 
very happy 5 reſt of her life. 


But to return to Mr. H—e, who had fuffered 
his wife; from the time he had caught her th that 
ſhameleſs manner, to act as ſhe pleaſed; he never 
concerned himſelf whether ſhe was abroad or at 
home of a night, as he had a ſeperate bed, though 
he did not often make uſe of it, as he had an other 
engagement abroad as has been mentioned. 


And when he underſtood -ſhe had ſet up her 
carriage and kept her rout, it had no effect on him, 


though he knew ſhe could not do it wh honour- 
able methods. 


However, his affections that were ſo warm to 
Mrs. H—e at firſt, were now totaly: eradicated, 
Perhaps the reader may anſwer, it was becauſe 
he diverted ' himſelf by keeping a Miſs; we will 
agree that he did . himſelf now by that means, 
but then ſhe was the occaſion of his going abroad 


in ſearch of happineſs, ſince ſhe would not let him IS 
have it at home, and as the cauſe always happens 


before the event, it has been fully proved that Mis. 
He was that cauſe, ſo that he is not to be blartied 


Mr, 


0 . 


Mr. H—e had met with Phillis before he found 
out his wife's incontinency, and if he had not diſ- 
covered that, he would not it is to be imagined, 
have thought any more of the girl ; be that as it 
will, it is certain he made himſelf completely hap- 
Py with her ; her artleſs manner and her fidelity 
to him, quite captivated Mr. H—e's beart. 


To ſay nothing of her perſon, which though 

and genteel made her not the leaſt vain, like 
his wife, but ſhe contented herſelf with what ever 
he gave her; and as Mr. H—e took care ſhe 
ſhould want for nothing in a moderate way, they 
lived a life of love and harmony, much preferable 
to the empty noiſe and gay parade Mrs, H—e was 
fo fond of, that ſhe 4d given up every other con- 
ſideration. ' 

Phillis let Mr. H—e know that ſhe found her- 
felt with child, this gave him great pleaſure, he 
often wifhed in his mind that he was at liberty to 
marry this amiable woman, but he knew it was 


impoſſible, wag of 


- Phillis never preſſed Mr H—e to marry her, 
but would hint at it in a diſtant manner, and ſome- 
times when he came ſuddenly before ſhe expected 
him, he found the traces of tears on her cheeks 
which ſhe had not time to dry up. 
This had a great effect on him, and gave a damp 

_ his joys ; but how to comfort her he did not 


At 
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At laſt, after preparing her for the ſtory, he 
told her of his being married, and gave her the 
true account of every thing, and the terms he and 
his wiſe lived on at that time; now my dear girl, 
fays Mir. H—e; what can I do, I would marry 
you with all the pleaſure imaginable if J was a fin- 
- gle man, but as you hear that is out of my power 
pray never let me ſee you in tears again, I cannot 
bear them, but be as chearful as your condition 

will permit and I will love you for ever. 


When Phillis had liſtened attentively to what 
Mr. H-—e told her, ſhe ſaid ſhe was forry ſhe had 
given him ſo much uneaſineſs, but promiſed him 

faithfully ſhe would never mention the ſubject a- 
ain. 57 
s I believe moſt of my readers will agree with me 
that Mr. H e was to be pitied ; he could not be 
happy with the woman he was married to, and 
was prevented from having one that he could have 
been compleatly ſo with, and been a means of ma- 
king her happy likewiſe. 5 | 


/ 


Mrs. H—e being under no reſtraint as was ſaid 
: before, run. on in a full career, never once think- 
| ing of the injury ſhe did her huſband ; ſpent moſt 
l of her nights at the card table, and her days in 
bed, ſo that Mr. H—e ſeldom had a fight of her 

for a month or two together, and when they did 


p meet, they juſt gave each other the compliments 
ot the day, and diſapeared as faſt as they could. 
Bot at laſt by ſome means or other, Mrs, H—e 
te ame to underſtand that her huſband kept a mils ; 
* inſtead 
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inſtead of- being enraged at it, ſhe put herſelf in 
the way of Mr. H—e, on purpoſe to ſpeak to 
him, Wbich the did 1 in this manner, | 


Sir, I am informed: you have not only followed 
my example, but taken my advice likewiſe, I 


. commend you very much for your reſolution, 


y 
/ 


Which I hope will always continue, as] aſſure you 


mine ſhall; I find ſo much pleaſure in the uncon- 
trouled life L lead, that ] would not change it on 
any anne whatever. 


r 7 


vou e our agreement was not to di- 


0 durd each others pleaſures; I have taken care to 


mix profit with mine, if you have not done the 
- fame. tis Four own fault. 
But 1 "IF your miſtreſs! 18 Nee ad be- 
des that you are in a fair way to become a father. 
*heattily with you joy, as I think her beauty will 


make you ſome amends for the loſs of mine, which 


can never be of further ſervice to you; and as to 
your child, if it lives it will ſerve you to play 
with, while Lam a playing at cards, Mhich to me 
is a/pleafure I would not give 155 for _ foe 1 wn 
Dr in eee Wt ft 4104 | 


* o Aw we Aided Lord e 8 Polls; : 
never received any benefit from any: other of 
u gallants, but as you are ſo kind to give me 
free liberty, I will not only give you the ſame, 
but make you a preſent of five thouſand pounds 
> 10 Ew an e rot wich; e it EEC 
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ſhe all in notes ; take them I came eaſily enough 
by them, and had pleaſure into the bargain. 


Mr. H—e could not help laughing when ſhe 
ſaid this, and the lady kept him company, ſo that 
any bye-ſtander would have thought they were good 
friends; come Mr. He ſays ſhe, take your notes 
and pack off, for I expect a party for cards, 1 
have talked myſelf i into the vapours, I muſt go to 


my cloſet and drink a cordial before the company | 


comes; good bye, but pray don't let us detain 
each other ſo long another time, for I ſhall give 
no more this twelvemonth. Mr. H—e de- 
parted very much pleaſed with the preſent he had 
received from his quondum wife, and with a full 
determination of keeping the agreement and not 
diſturbing her pleaſures, #2. 


Tho! vice and folly thus unrival'd ; reign, (pix | 


Let none from virtuous deeds their minds teſttain. 


When age comes on and death prepares his a 
The guilty will with fear and horror ſtart. 
The virtuous and the good have naught to fear, 
Secure that they have done their duty here; = 
They look on death a debt we all muſt pay, 

Nor dreads to go that undiſcover'd way. BY | 
Secure of bliſs in thoſe bright realms above, 


.” 
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"ADVENTURES 
OF A 
MERCHANT, e 


* 55 happened ſome time ago that an 
1 honeſt Merchant of Ferrara, being 
obliged to take a journey to Verona, 

V ſet out with one of his ſervants to 7 
and finiſh an affair in this laſt town, 
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—_ He was bat juſt departed from his houſe before, he 
—_ - met with three cavaliers, who at firft ſight appeared 

f dos him to be honeſt men, chough Ne, to be 
robbers. 


They offered him heir aſſiſtance in any - thing 
to had him, and that he would accept of their 
company to che end of the journey he was going, 
| Lbs as they were bound to the ſame place 'themfelves. 
| Ik)!he offer being gladly accepted of, they jogged 
don together with the merchant, with a deſign to 
3 lighten his carriage as ſoon as a convenient time - 
and place ſhould permit, 


=: With this reſolution they marched on, till at 
= EEE: lenge they found themſelves come into a by- road 
3 . well 


OO & mm 7.7... 


| 1 ; 
well ſhaded by a great quantity of trees, and where bE.- 
there was a ſmall, but pretty difficult river to paſs. — 7 


Being thus arrived, they all of a ſudden laid hands 
on their honeſt fellow traveller, who not in the e 
leaſt expecting ſuch a ſalutation, had not time t 3 
make his eſcape, or put himſelf in a poſtures. == 
defence; inſomuch, that ſuffering them quietly * 
to ſieze his portmantua, and ſtripped him to his 
ſhirt, taking his horſe and all from him, they aſ- 
=s him, that they had ſavoured him very much 
in ſparing his life. 


The unfortunate man (finding himſelf in this 
condition, and forſaken by his ſervant, who like 
a. cowardly rogue had taken his flight,) was now 
at a ſtand what meaſures he ſhould take, At laſt 
rather than paſs the whole night in the open air, to 
endeavour to reach a certain cit. 5 
He made what haſte he could; but was not 
ſufficient to bring him time enough to gain admit: 
arſce, into the town ; but at his arrival, he found - 8 
the gates were ſhut. He reſolved to ſeek out tor 
ſome place where neither ſnow nor rain might fall 8 
on his back; ſo having oblerved that there was 4 
houſe of very beautiful appearance upon the ram- 
parts, which had a private out- let, that ſeemed to 
communicate with the place he was then at, he | 
I approached nearer to the e and there ſeated IN 
- himſelf,  ..// 2 9 — 

5 It fell out, as ood fortune would 1 it je 
him, that the marquis of N=— (who loved a 
young widow) being . that day to town to a 
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Wt. ſent her chamber-maid to try if from the heighth 


'.* forthwith obeyed her commiſſion, and having ſpied 


I his jaws and throat, which the bird aforementioned 


(60) | 
vert himſelf with his miſtreſs, had cauſed a warm 
bath, and a magnificent ſupper to be got ready. 
But as man propoſeth and God diſpoſeth, it hap- 
pened that the marqueſs, upon ſome affairs of im- 
portance, found himſelf obliged the ſame day to 
quit the town, to go and give orders what he would 
have done elſewhere, leaving both the bath and 
the widow without enjoying either. | 


This diſappointment being matter of great cha- 
grin to the lady, who had formed to herſelf many 
pleaſing ideas and had as is uſual in ſuch caſes (an- 
ticipated delights to come) made her however at 
laſt, to make uſe of the bath prepared for her lo- 
ver; to ſup well afterwards, and then go to bed, 
in hopes of a more favourable opportunity 
This reſolution was ſoon executed; inſomuch, 
that the maid having got things in readineſs, the 
lady went down to the bathing- room, from whence 

me ſoon; heard the complaint of our poor ſufferer, 
*  whomſhe took by the oddneſs of the ſound he made 
to be: a ſtork; ſuch was the violence of his trem- 
bling, as occaſioned his making that noiſe with 


is much addicted to. This gave fo great an aſto- 
niſhment to the pretty widow, that ſhe inſtantly 


of the wall ſhe could diſcover what it was. She 


our poor adventurer, aſked him who he was, what 
it was he was doing, and what buſineſs he had 
there? After which interrogatories, as ſoon as he 
had ſatisfied her, he entreated her to aſſiſt him in 
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went to make a recital of ſo ſurpriſing an accident 


who being as ſenſible of the misfortunes of the mer- 


marqueſss. 
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his diſtreſs, and not let him. periſh in the colc. 
The good girl being touched wirh compaſſion, - 1 


to her miſtreſs, who being no leſs ſenfible-of tb 
calamities of the poor wretch than the chamber 
maid was, bid her open the door, and let him in- 
to the anti-chamber of the bath, without making 
any hurry or diſturbance, where he might warm 
himſelf very conveniently. 


put in execution by the well diſpoſed ſervant-m 
who ſeeing an agreeable and well made man, half 
frozen, received him with all the marks of civility 
and tenderneſs, and went ſtraitways to make a2 
report of the quality of this perſonage to her lady, 


A commiſſion ſo charitable as this was, ſoon 2s Ke 
aid, 


chant as her ſemale officer was, at onee got out of 
the bath to make room for the frozen mortal, and 


to give him new life, or at leaſt repair that which 
he had almoſt loſt, 5 1 


At firſt he ſeemed to make ſome difficulty in ae- 
cepting of the favour which he ſtood ſo much in 
need of, but by the preſſidg commands, and the 
neceſſity be found himſelf under, he was (aſter 
what ceremonies were needful had paſs'd) prevaiſed 
upon to make uſe of what was intended for the 2 
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Love, who only had the management of this 
affair, and laboured for the bringing it to Þerfee= ® 
tion, opened the eyes of the lady; inſomuch, that 
finding a man in every reſpect to her liking bot 
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to him after the following manner, - 


40 me to do all the 


"We 1-0-6: 


in body and mind, ſhe was now reſolved to grant 


K: him yet a greater teſtimony of her humanity, that 


is to ſay, by admitting this unfortunate perſon to 
take part of her ſupper; and accordingly cauſed 
him to come to the place where the table was laid, 
and told him, that it was compaſſion for his miſery 
which induced her to let him into her houſe, fo 


deſired him to fit down, encouraging him to eat 


heartily to conquer his hunger, as he had now 
done the cold. 


As ſo courteous an invitation was not to be 


lighted, eſpecially upon an empty ſtomach, our 


gentleman did not wait for many compliments, 
but fell too with a very keen appetite, and made 
the beſt uſe of his time he could, every now and 


then bleſſing his kind fortune for bringing him to 


ſuch an agreeable adventure, not knowing where 


it would terminate. 


In the mean x time, the lady who thought who 
on what was to come, than on the preſent 8 


did not in the leaſt doubt but that he had coura 


enough to anſwer her expectations in what 


could deſire from him, which might in ſome hoc 


ſure make amends for the diſappointment ſhe had 


mt math: from her gallant but juſt before, 


" Whiteopen, taking him by the hand, ſhe ſpoke 
* Although 
«- your preſent. condition is ſufficient to perſuade 
good ſervices T atfirſt intended, 
« yet by the - gallant air which appears in your 


615 e, 1 help judging that you deſerve 
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&« ſome more extraordinary favours, Chance hav- 
& ing been inſtrumental in conducting you hither, /- 
& love now in his turn (after your ill fortune) has 
& a mind to be fav urable to you in the acquaint» 


* ance of an hoſteſs, who not contented: with, 


giving you admittance into her houſe, and a 
& place. at a table, gives you allo leave to partake, 
ce of her own bed. This proceeding may ſeem 
cc {omewhat ſtrange tO you, becaule the like hap- 
c pens bug ſeldom ; but the efteem and the incli- 
«© nation which at firſt fight I conceived for you, 
& would not ſuffer me to act otherwile.” 


The merchant ſeeing that his happineſs was like 
to go beyond even what he could expect, did not 


- ſtudy for any long harrangues in return for the kind 


expreſhons, of the lady, being perhaps not uſed to 
manage any thing but his pen, and his ell, ſo that 
he contented himſelf by anſwering her in the fol- 
lowing plain terms. 375 . 


I cannot thank you enough madam, for your 
66 goodneſs already ſhewn me, as well as for that 


which you farther intend me; I have only this 
to fay for myſelf, that there remains a great 


c 


Lay 


heart to ſerye you in whatever you may think 
me capable of; command therefore as miſtrels, 
and I will faithfully obey, as your acquired ſer- 

« vant.” ; F | Hz 
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The fair one was eaſily ſatisfied by ſo free a de- 
claration, ſo that without much loſs of time ſhe 
conducted him to her bed. | 
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$ Bat as the 2 Pleasure muſt Ooneſ have an 
end, the night being paſſed, the day came on, to 
the great torment of the lady, who _ more 
ſweetneſs in the merchant's bank, than in the mar- 
queſs's court; and now they b to think ef 
parting !———-* Tis ſaid that in love nothi 

is more tedious than bidding adieu: But this "a 
paration was more unſupportable to the lady than 
to her favourite; however, as there was no avoide 7 
ing it they muſt Teſt contented, leſt that their ſhort. 
pleaſure ſhould” be attended by ſome unforeſeen 
© difafter in caſe this adventure ſhould come to be 
known; upon which they went to breakfaſt, and 
orders were given to the chamber-maid by her 
miſtreſs to bring the beſt ſuit of cloaths which had 
been her deceaſed huſband's, rogether with what- 
ever apparel belonged to it, in order to cloath him, 
who had ſo well ſupplied bis place the fotegoing 

_ night; which was inſtantly done: After which our 
adventurer having well filled his belly took his 

by - W order o gy i in queſt of his . by” 
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